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2022 POLICY PRIORITIES  
 
There has never been a more urgent time to address the impact of Alzheimer’s and other 
dementias (ADRD) on women and communities of color. African American people are 
approximately two times more likely, and Latino people are 1.5 times more likely to develop 
ADRD than non-Latino Whites. Women make up two-thirds of all Alzheimer’s patients, and 
more than 60 percent of unpaid Alzheimer’s caregivers are women. 
 
The diagram below outlines the highest priority issues the UsAgainstAlzheimer’s Center for 
Brain Health Equity will champion to close brain health equity gaps for American families.  
 
Champion Equitable Brain Health for Families   
 
UsAgainstAlzheimer’s (UsA2) supports a broad range of policies and programs to promote brain 
health in high-risk communities, including timely and affordable access to prevention strategies, 
cognitive assessments, paid family and medical leave, and equitable Medicare coverage of 
approved Alzheimer’s treatments.   
 
Invest in Public Health, Treatment, and Research Infrastructure in Communities Hard-Hit by 
Alzheimer’s and Other Dementias 
 
There is limited public health and research infrastructure in historically underserved 
communities aimed at improving brain health for all families. UsA2 champions targeted 
investments by the National Institute of Aging (NIA), the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC), and the Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) to narrow 
equity gaps in participation in and access to research, health services, and public health 
resources including prevention strategies. 
 
Improve Equity in Alzheimer’s Research by Addressing Barriers to Access and Retention for 
People of Color and Women 
 
While African American and Latino people are more likely to develop ADRD, these communities 
make up less than 10% of all clinical trial participants in government funded research and even 
less in industry sponsored research. UsA2 champions policy change to improve the 
representation of these communities in government and industry funded research to ensure 
that treatments and interventions are safe and effective in all populations.  
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Address the Social Determinants of Health that Shape Alzheimer’s Risk and Health Outcomes  
 
Social determinants of health affect multiple health issues, including brain health.  Policy 
solutions that target these factors—from healthcare access and economic opportunity to 
educational quality— can improve conditions for brain health at the population level. UsA2 
champions policies to drive coordination and spur investments in population-level risk 
reduction and healthy aging. 
 
Enhance Data Collection and Reporting to Identify and Address Gaps in Access to Alzheimer’s 
Health Services and Research for Underserved Communities 
 
UsA2 advocates for policies that improve the accurate collection of data on disparities in 
Alzheimer’s and other dementias and champions efforts to make this data accessible to health 
systems, researchers, and communities.  
 
  


